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10 SEC3ET
19 May 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

SUBJECT: Berlin Contingency Planning

! have considered the JCS report of 13 April 1961 of their
review of Berlin Contingency Plancing and have reported to the

President on 5 May their conclusions together with my recommenda-
tions.

in furtherance of my report to the President, it is desired
that you initiste, as = metter of priority, actions as follows:

1. Reviee U, 5. unilateral coatingency plens for Berlin on
the asswmption that national policy guidance will be revised.

&. Assume NSC 5803 is revised to provide for the
use of "substantial conventional force™ to regain access
to Berlin before resoriing to the use of nuclear WeApoOns
or other central war measures,

b. Recognize the possibility of exploiting the military
potential of the Federal Republic of Germany and provide
for German participation in military action incident to re-
gaining access to Berlin.

2. Assess U, 5, capability to deploy and support special
forces and guerrilla-type operations in East Germany and other
satellite countries should uprisings occur in those countries incident
to U.3. military action in Derlin.

3. Inatruct the Joint Chiefs of Staff representative on the
U, 4. Coordinating Group for Berlin Contingency Planning to revise
the check list of possible military and non-military measures, to
refine and perfect the list, i.e. delete 2 (1) "Execute anti -gubmarine
surveillance in Straits of Gibraltar and in the Turkish Straits with
visible patrolling, "
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_ 4. While in Paris for SHAPEX 61, | wish you and those
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with General Nowstad this memorandum and my memorandum of
5 May for the President. | would be interested is having his views.

- SIGNED
Robert 5. MeNamara

ce: ASD (15 A)
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